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Achievement Indicators
Dakota STEP (tested grades 3-8 and 11)

Reading (AMO target = 78% k-8 and 66% 9-12)
Grades 3-8 = 83% proficient and advanced
Grade 11 = 74% proficient and advanced

Math (AMO target = 65% k-8 and 54% 9-12)
Grades 3-8 = 73% proficient and advanced
Grade 11 = 66% proficient and advanced

Attendance indicator (grades 3-8) = 95%
Graduation rate indicator (grade 11) = 89%

Achievement Indicators

66767371Grade 11
71705650Grades 6-8
78797665Grades 3-5

2006200520042003Grade level

All students

Percent of students Proficient and Advanced in Math
Dakota STEP Trend Analysis
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Achievement Indicators

74747358Grade 11
82817676Grades 6-8
86858170Grades 3-5

2006200520042003Grade level

All students

Percent of students Proficient and Advanced in Reading

Achievement Indicators

32473737Grade 11
39363218Grades 6-8
48514833Grades 3-5

2006200520042003Grade level

Native American students

Percent of students Proficient and Advanced in Math
Dakota STEP Trend Analysis
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Achievement Indicators

47514833Grade 11
55564948Grades 6-8
65635945Grades 3-5

2006200520042003Grade level

Native American students

Percent of students Proficient and Advanced in Reading

Achievement Indicators
ACT

– 6807 students tested (75%) 
– Statewide average composite – 21.8 

• (21.5 in 2005) (21.1 = National avg)
• English average = 21.0
• Math average = 21.6
• Science average = 21.8
• Reading average = 22.0

– Student scoring 24 or better – 2442 of 6807 (36%)
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Achievement Indicators

ACT
• Students taking core courses (avg. 22.8)
• Students not taking core courses (avg. 20.2)
• Percent of students taking core (58%)
• Percent of non-core students (36%)

Achievement Indicators
Native American students taking ACT

Total tested 416 (06)
% taking core courses: 42%
Average composite scores:  2002 16.8

2003 17.0
2004 17.1
2005 16.9
2006 17.5

Increase of .7 points
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Achievement Indicators

ACT Income vs. Achievement
– Family income – self reported

• $0 to $18,000 19.3
• $30,000 to $36,000 20.9
• $42,000 to $50,000 21.6
• $60,000 to $80,000 22.6
• Over $100,000 23.8

Achievement Indicators

20.921.420.820.621.140National

21.722.421.020.721.671Wyoming

22.122.521.821.622.165Iowa

22.322.622.121.622.367Minnesota

21.822.221.621.521.976Nebraska

21.822.521.721.021.957Montana

21.521.621.420.521.480North Dakota

21.822.021.621.021.875South Dakota

Avg.
Science
Score

Avg
Reading

Score

Avg. 
Math score

Avg.
English

score

Avg
Composite

score

% of
Graduates

tested
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Achievement Indicators

Subject scores 5 year trend data

+.121.821.7Science
+.322.021.7Reading
+.421.621.2Math
+.521.020.5English

Total Gains2006 SD 
Composite

2002 SD 
Composite

Subject 
Area

Achievement Indicators
In-state Universities: percent of students in 
college readiness ranges

0424323361NSU
0622333260DSU
11734271740SDSMT
0422333191BHSU
1828332640USD
1929322541SDSU

33-3628-3224-2720-2316-1913-151-12
University
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Achievement Indicators

Technical Schools: percent of students in 
college readiness ranges

00102541203WDT
01132945111SETI
03102943132MTI
02112944131LATI

33-3628-3224-2720-2316-1913-151-12Tech 
Schools

Achievement Indicators
Selected Out of State Universities: Percent of SD students 
in college readiness ranges

22236261220U of Neb
22138251121U of M
42737181220Iowa State

33-3628-3224-2720-2316-1913-151-12Out of 
State 
Schools
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Concerns

• Increasing the % of students taking core 
courses

• Overall Math achievement
• Native American achievement/graduation 

rate

Future initiatives

• New Graduation requirements take effect 
Fall 2006

• Guidance Central program for Career and 
Academic planning/ACT prep

• SD Counts and MS/HS professional 
development

• GEAR UP program


